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his book has been and continues to be dedicated to developing a satisfac-

tory response to the question more and more Americans are asking: Why

should we be engaged with government and politics? Through the first six
editions, we sought to answer this question by making the text directly relevant
to the lives of the students who would be reading it. As a result, we tried to make
politics interesting by demonstrating that students’ interests are at stake and that
they therefore need to take a personal, even selfish, interest in the outcomes of
government. At the same time, we realized that students needed guidance in how
to become politically engaged. Beyond providing students with a core of political
knowledge, we needed to show them how they could apply that knowledge as
participants in the political process. The “Get Involved” sections in each chapter
help achieve that goal.

As events from the last several years have reminded us, “what government
does” can be a matter of life and death. Recent events have reinforced the cen-
trality of government in citizens’ lives. The U.S. government has fought a war
abroad, while claiming sweeping new powers at home that could compromise
the liberties of its citizens. America’s role in the world is discussed daily both in-
side and outside the classroom. Moreover, students and younger Americans have
become more aware of and involved in politics, as the 2008 elections illustrated.
Reflecting all of these trends, this new Seventh Edition shows more than any oth-
er book on the market (1) how students are connected to government; (2) how
American government is connected to the world; and (3) why students should
think critically about government and politics. These themes are incorporated in
the following ways:

> New “Get Involved" units show students how they can make a difference in
politics. The 2008 elections produced a surge in political participation among
young Americans, as well as changes in the ways that they participated. These
full-page boxes use contemporary examples to explain how young people (even
those with busy lives!) can get involved in politics. Specific, step-by-step in-
structions guide students through a range of possible political activities related
to each chapter’s topic. These new boxes replace the “Get Involved” sections
that appeared as part of the chapter text in the Sixth Edition and have been
rewritten to take account of the Internet’s growing prominence as an avenue for
political participation.

> "Politics and Popular Culture” boxes connect politics to topics students are
interested in. In each chapter “Politics and Popular Culture” boxes ask stu-
dents to look critically at how politics intersects with television, film, music,
cartoons, and the Internet. Drawing on a range of social science research, these
boxes engage students in questions such as “Do non-news TV shows that include
political content, like The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, have an effect on politi-
cal knowledge?” “Is there a culture war?” and “Why do candidates sometimes
prefer to be interviewed on talk shows rather than traditional news programs?”
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> Chapter introductions focus on “What Government

Does and Why It Matters.” In recent decades, cyni-
cism about “big government” has dominated the po-
litical zeitgeist. But critics of government often forget
that governments do a great deal for citizens. Every
year, Americans are the beneficiaries of billions of
dollars of goods and services from government pro-
grams. Government “does” a lot, and what it does
matters a great deal to everyone, including college
students. At the start of each chapter, this theme is
introduced and applied to the chapter’s topic. The
goal is to show students that government and politics
mean something to their daily lives.

“America in the World” boxes show students
how American government is connected to the
world. These one-page boxes in every chapter illus-

> NEW "Politics Today"” questions highlight discus-

sions of current issues and recent events. We be-
lieve that students value what they learn in the course
more if they see how the course material relates to
the issues and events in today’s headlines. This Sev-
enth Edition has been extensively updated with new
sections on major events like the 2008 elections and
the government’s response to the recent housing and
financial crisis, as well as contemporary examples
throughout. New “Politics Today” questions in the
margins of each chapter draw students’ attention to
discussions of recent events and ask questions to get
them thinking critically about contemporary issues
and events.

We continue to hope that our book will itself be

accepted as a form of enlightened political action. This
Seventh Edition is another chance. It is an advance-
ment toward our goal. We promise to keep trying.

trate the important political role the United States
plays abroad. Topics include “Should America Ex-
port Democracy?” “The American Constitution: A

Model for the World?” “Participation and Democracy
in Irag,” and “What Is Congress’s Role in Foreign
Policy?” These boxes exemplify the critical-analytical
approach that characterizes the text and include “For
Critical Analysis” questions.

"For Critical Analysis' questions are incorporated
throughout the text. “For Critical Analysis” ques-
tions in the margins of every chapter prompt stu-
dents’ own critical thinking about the material in
the chapter, encouraging them to engage with the
topic. The two “For Critical Analysis” questions that
conclude each “America in the World” box get stu-
dents to think more deeply about America’s role in
the world. The questions at the end of each “Politics
and Popular Culture” box ask students to think criti-
cally about the intersection of politics and mass me-
dia. And the questions that follow the discussions of
contending perspectives in each “Policy Debate” box
invite students to reconsider their own perspective
on the issue.

xviii / Preface
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YUV

an essential factor in the writing and revising of this book. They have
been our most immediate intellectual community, a hospitable one in-
deed. Another part of our community, perhaps a large suburb, is the discipline
of political science itself. Our debt to the scholarship of our colleagues is scien-
tifically measurable, probably to several decimal points, in the endnotes of each
chapter. Despite many complaints that the field is too scientific or not scientific
enough, political science is alive and well in the United States. It is an aspect of
democracy itself, and it has grown and changed in response to the developments
in government and politics that we have chronicled in our book. If we did a “time
line” on the history of political science, it would show a close association with
developments in “the American state.” Sometimes the discipline has been out of
phase and critical; at other times, it has been in phase and perhaps apologetic. But
political science has never been at a loss for relevant literature, and without it, our
job would have been impossible.
We are especially pleased to acknowledge our debt to the many colleagues
who had a direct and active role in criticism and preparation of the manuscript.
Our thanks go to:

Our students at Cornell, Johns Hopkins, Harvard, and Berkeley have been
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Sarah Binder, Brookings Institution

Kathleen Gille, Office of Representative David Bonior
Rodney Hero, University of Colorado at Boulder
Robert Katzmann, Brookings Institution

Kathleen Knight, University of Houston

Robin Kolodny, Temple University

Nancy Kral, Tomball College

Robert C. Lieberman, Columbia University

David A. Marcum, University of Wyoming

Laura R. Winsky Mattei, State University of New York at Buffalo
Marilyn S. Mertens, Midwestern State University
Barbara Suhay, Henry Ford Community College
Carolyn Wong, Stanford University

Julian Zelizer, State University of New York at Albany

SECOND EDITION REVIEWERS

Lydia Andrade, University of North Texas

John Coleman, University of Wisconsin at Madison
Daphne Eastman, Odessa College

Otto Feinstein, Wayne State University

Elizabeth Flores, Delmar College

James Gimpel, University of Maryland at College Park
Jill Glaathar, Southwest Missouri State University

i-xxiv_WTP_Short_FM.indd xix @ 10/8/08 6:39:08 PM



Shaun Herness, University of Florida
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